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deus, the actual vestiges of the steps by which our
ancestors proceeded from the world of sense to the
world beyond the grasp of the senses. The way was
traced out by nature herself; or if nature, too, is but
a Deva in disguise1, by something greater and higher
than nature. That old road led the ancient Aryans,
as it leads us still, from the known to the unknown,
from nature to nature's God.

But, you may say, c that progress was unjustified.
It may lead us on to polytheism and monotheism,
but it will eventually land all honest thinkers in.
atheism. Man has no right to speak of anything but
acts and facts, not of agents or factors.'

My answer is: True, that path led the Vedic
Aryans to polytheism, monotheism, and to atheism ;
but' after the denial of the old Devas or gods, they*
did not rest till they found what was higher than the
gods, the true Self of the world, and at the same
time, their own true Self. As to ourselves, we are
not different from the old Aryans. We, too, must
postulate an agent when we see an act, a factor when
we see a fact. Take that away, and facts themselves
are no longer facts, acts are no longer acts. Our
whole language, that is our whole thought, our whole
being, rests on that conviction. Take that away, and
the eyes of .our friends lose their responsive power,
they are glass eyes, not sunny eyes. Take that away,
and our own self vanishes. We, too, are no longer
agents, but only acts; machines without a motive
power, beings without a self.

1 Seneca, Benef. iv. 7,1. 'Quid enim aliud est natnra quam Dens
efc divina ratio toti mundo et partibus ejus insertaT Pfleiderer, 'B&-
ligionspMlosopHe,' p. 345,